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THE GIFT OF THE MAGI

EX <188> 4019-—F

ONE dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all. And sixty cents of it was
in pennies. Pennies saved one and two at a time by bulldozing the grocer and
the vegetable man and the butcher until one’s cheeks burned with the silent
imputation of parsimony that such close dealing implied. Three times Della
counted it. One dollar and eighty-seven cents. And the next day would be
Christmas.

There was clearly nothing to do but flop down on the shabby little couch and
howl. So Della did it. Which instigates the moral reflection that life is made up of
sobs, sniffles, and smiles, with sniffles predominating.

While the mistress of the home is gradually subsiding from the first stage to
the second, take a look at the home. A furnished flat at $8 per week. It did not
exactly beggar description, but it certainly had that word on the lookout for the
mendicancy squad.

In the vestibule below was a letter-box into which no letter would go, and an
electric button from which no mortal finger could coax a ring. Also appertaining
thereunto was a card bearing the name “Mr. James Dillingham Young.”

The “Dillingham” had been flung to the breeze during a former period of
prosperity when its possessor was being paid $30 per week. Now, when the
income was shrunk to $20, though, they were thinking seriously of contracting to
a modest and unassuming D. But whenever Mr. James Dillingham Young came
home and reached his flat above he was called “Jim” and greatly hugged by Mrs.
James Dillingham Young, already introduced to you as Della. Which is all very
good.

Della finished her cry and attended to her cheeks with the powder rag. She

stood by the window and looked out dully at a gray cat walking a gray fence in
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a gray backyard. Tomorrow would be Christmas Day, and she had only $1.87
with which to buy Jim a present. She had been saving every penny she could for
months, with this result. Twenty dollars a week doesn’t go far. Expenses had been
greater than she had calculated. They always are. Only $1.87 to buy a present
for Jim. Her Jim. Many a happy hour she had spent planning for something nice
for him. Something fine and rare and sterling—something just a little bit near to

being worthy of the honor of being owned by Jim.



MNyATEBI» RO L= AREEY —T4v7) 58I LELZRFE NV —=v 7 BEM

ES BAER <188 >

1RILB7 Y Fe ZENA L T2 ZLTED OB 60V M1 Y MEETH 1=,
BERMEEECN\EE. RNEISRSICHLEY (={EY]2) JLicd>T —EIC 1tV
2EVNEEHTELFER, COLIRTFREEINEKRT S MBELAEN] WO
SO ENOANEDEIOBRVWETLUTDEDE, ZEET 2 F2NEH R 1=,
1RL87EVh, ZLTRDBIFVIATRIZ,

HTELLWNERY 77ICE L EINAF MEDDHIFD KICETEDLIFA
Molze DB T2(EES L. FNIE AERFTCEURNCIE] & TTTUMNLIE]
LIRS DORYUIL>THY, [TFURNKIE] DMBAZEHTLD, LWL O EF
MaEzERBISE .

ZORDOER=T2) MNE—EBREECBUNCIL) OEZEBR(E=dTUMNCIY)
NERLZIZERBEDPHLVTUCHEIC, SOREZATWEREIS, B8 FILOREMET
IR=IXV R, ZNIEMBTLETEICIET DIFETIILED oD BEVEOZREZR
U ED IR EERTDIEENDHYSETH 0Tz,

BETOREICIE, FREPC O TCRGWEZOIBEZ(TE., AEDETIEESLTEHLHE
UBEBELSTEDTERVERRI VIS ol T ZNISHBELTIMOFRILLH U,
[SR5— - IVx—LZX-TAUVHAL -V T] LRBEEIN T,

ZOF4UVHL] (F LIBTOEROBEHRICE, TLRAICHO>TND XS GIRRET,
ZOEIFZOEBOFAEICEHEIC 30 FIL (Dfgk) AXhbhn Tz, £I38\ I
AN 20 BILICE =4 TIE [TAVVHL] OXFa, BHRCTLR(ESEWETF
D ID) EIFICHEHDEEBRCEZ TV, LAL, YI—LX - TAUVHL YV
TEMRELT BEDHEORIZELE, WOEHIETVL] EFEEN., TTICIFZ]
ELTUBNALTWEY I —LX - TAUVHL - PVIRAICROVICEELHOND DT,
Nl FILICHBLRILTHD,

TOFAEETE, RNTTHEICHZ(F-We BRIFBEICILS, KEOERETKE
OMEFEVTVIKEBOHEIZARLUERDHD, BBRIFVIURATAT, JALICTLEY
FEBEIDIZSTz0 1 FIL 87 £V MLARWL, HZ A+ AE DM, RIEEZLRY D/
FEFHTELERAINE, BIZ 20 FL (DiE) TETHTIEGL, BB, #
THARBE DTV LUEREN oIz, LWDEEIRE, VLADTLEVIEESDICS



MNyATEBN RO L= AREEY —T4v7) 5B8rLHE2ZRFE Vv —=v 7 BHEMH

f=1 RV 87 b REVEV L, BEIE, BOHIALRBMEENE, EEXTEY
HEFEZBI Lz, MARBLLLT BLLT EEQRHED—VLILE>TVTES
ZADEVDEZEICHLTEET DL



BEBYRb

pennie
bulldoze
grocer
vegetable man
butcher
imputation
parsimony
close

dealing
imply

flop down
shabby
couch

howl
instigate
moral
reflection
sob

sniffle
predominate

mistress

MNyATEBI» RO L= AREEY —T4v7) 58I LELZRFE NV —=v 7 BEM

1tV ME

~ICHEE|ICHLET

BRMER
NBE
HE

JEEE
BE D at
TFS

HY5|
BERT D
EDLENRAL
HFIESLL
V77
MEDHHL
ECEED
£ E]:opAN
RE
LTHURL
EIEIPRIA
BhizEHd
E

<188>

gradually
subside
furnished

flat

beggar description

certainly

on the lookout for

mendicancy
squad
vestibule
mortal
coax
appertain
thereunto
bear

fling ... to
breeze
former
period
prosperity

possessor

el

#E5. Phs<
REMED

FIR—= kX b
SEEICiET D
EEELE<
~ZERLT

ZIRE

73

B

UNL[2)
~z2FHVERS
BLERS

(&HEEY ZTnIc

Bt EnRENH D
ANe~DIREICHESES
LA

Liaio

3.0

SR

BiRE



MNyATEBN RO L= AREEY —T4v7) 5B8rLHE2ZRFE Vv —=v 7 BHEMH

shrink D dully FAPY
contract to ~IC5EHET D go far THTHD
modest EHFEN calculate RiEt D
unassuming TLeE550n sterling AYn, BEED
be all very good FILIZIF>I572  worthy of ~IZfELT
attend to [EED honor 2E

powder rag N7 (BEEANm)

$¥kHE <188>

. 27y 71 AF7v73 ATy 4 2A7v75
BY  9-FE  wams) (z@m1@8) (2#208) (2#3@8)
2 k2 o) » o) » i) »
401 ( #) ( ) ( ) ( )
WPM WPM WPM WPM
1R ED

WPM o3t8E L% WPM =0 —F# + V—=F4 v 27244 (B) x 60



MNyATEBI» RO LU AREEY —T4v7) S5B8ILEZRFE Vv —=v 7 BEM

5y BEEHIY (2)
THE GIFT OF THE MAGI

#x <288> 3809-—F

There was a pier glass between the windows of the room. Perhaps you have seen
a pier glass in an $8 flat. A very thin and very agile person may, by observing
his reflection in a rapid sequence of longitudinal strips, obtain a fairly accurate
conception of his looks. Della, being slender, had mastered the art.

Suddenly she whirled from the window and stood before the glass. Her eyes
were shining brilliantly, but her face had lost its color within twenty seconds.
Rapidly she pulled down her hair and let it fall to its full length.

Now, there were two possessions of the James Dillingham Youngs in which they
both took a mighty pride. One was Jim’s gold watch that had been his father’s and
his grandfather’s. The other was Della’s hair. Had the queen of Sheba lived in the
flat across the airshaft, Della would have let her hair hang out the window some
day to dry just to depreciate Her Majesty’s jewels and gifts. Had King Solomon
been the janitor, with all his treasures piled up in the basement, Jim would have
pulled out his watch every time he passed, just to see him pluck at his beard from
envy.

So now Della’s beautiful hair fell about her rippling and shining like a cascade
of brown waters. It reached below her knee and made itself almost a garment for
her. And then she did it up again nervously and quickly. Once she faltered for a
minute and stood still while a tear or two splashed on the worn red carpet.

On went her old brown jacket; on went her old brown hat. With a whirl of skirts
and with the brilliant sparkle still in her eyes, she fluttered out the door and down
the stairs to the street.

Where she stopped the sign read: “Mme. Sofronie. Hair Goods of All Kinds.”
One flight up Della ran, and collected herself, panting. Madame, large, too white,
chilly, hardly looked the “Sofronie.”
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“Will you buy my hair?” asked Della.

“I buy hair,” said Madame. “Take yer hat off and let’s have a sight at the looks
of it.”

Down rippled the brown cascade.

“Twenty dollars,” said Madame, lifting the mass with a practised hand.

“Give it to me quick,” said Della.
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THE GIFT OF THE MAGI

EX <388> 4399-—F

Oh, and the next two hours tripped by on rosy wings. Forget the hashed
metaphor. She was ransacking the stores for Jim’s present.

She found it at last. It surely had been made for Jim and no one else. There was
no other like it in any of the stores, and she had turned all of them inside out. It
was a platinum fob chain simple and chaste in design, properly proclaiming its
value by substance alone and not by meretricious ornamentation—as all good
things should do. It was even worthy of The Watch. As soon as she saw it she
knew that it must be Jim’s. It was like him. Quietness and value—the description
applied to both. Twenty-one dollars they took from her for it, and she hurried
home with the 87 cents. With that chain on his watch Jim might be properly
anxious about the time in any company. Grand as the watch was, he sometimes
looked at it on the sly on account of the old leather strap that he used in place of a
chain.

When Della reached home her intoxication gave way a little to prudence and
reason. She got out her curling irons and lighted the gas and went to work
repairing the ravages made by generosity added to love. Which is always a
tremendous task, dear friends—a mammoth task.

Within forty minutes her head was covered with tiny, close-lying curls that
made her look wonderfully like a truant schoolboy. She looked at her reflection
in the mirror long, carefully, and critically.

“If Jim doesn’t kill me,” she said to herself, “before he takes a second look at
me, he’ll say I look like a Coney Island chorus girl. But what could I do—oh!
what could I do with a dollar and eighty-seven cents?”

At 7 o’clock the coffee was made and the frying-pan was on the back of the

stove hot and ready to cook the chops.
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Jim was never late. Della doubled the fob chain in her hand and sat on the
corner of the table near the door that he always entered. Then she heard his step
on the stair away down on the first flight, and she turned white for just a moment.
She had a habit of saying a little silent prayer about the simplest everyday things,
and now she whispered: “Please God, make him think I am still pretty.”

The door opened and Jim stepped in and closed it. He looked thin and very
serious. Poor fellow, he was only twenty-two—and to be burdened with a family!

He needed a new overcoat and he was without gloves.

15
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THE GIFT OF THE MAGI

EX <4B88> 4169-—F

Jim stopped inside the door, as immovable as a setter at the scent of quail. His
eyes were fixed upon Della, and there was an expression in them that she could
not read, and it terrified her. It was not anger, nor surprise, nor disapproval, nor
horror, nor any of the sentiments that she had been prepared for. He simply stared
at her fixedly with that peculiar expression on his face.

Della wriggled off the table and went for him.

“Jim, darling,” she cried, “don’t look at me that way. I had my hair cut off
and sold because I couldn’t have lived through Christmas without giving you a
present. It’ll grow out again—you won’t mind, will you? I just had to do it. My
hair grows awfully fast. Say ‘Merry Christmas!” Jim, and let’s be happy. You
don’t know what a nice—what a beautiful, nice gift I’'ve got for you.”

“You’ve cut off your hair?” asked Jim, laboriously, as if he had not arrived at
that patent fact yet even after the hardest mental labor.

“Cut it off and sold it,” said Della. “Don’t you like me just as well, anyhow? I’'m
me without my hair, ain’t 1?”

Jim looked about the room curiously.

“You say your hair is gone?” he said, with an air almost of idiocy.

“You needn’t look for it,” said Della. “It’s sold, I tell you—sold and gone, too.
It’s Christmas Eve, boy. Be good to me, for it went for you. Maybe the hairs
of my head were numbered,” she went on with sudden serious sweetness, “but
nobody could ever count my love for you. Shall I put the chops on, Jim?”

Out of his trance Jim seemed quickly to wake. He enfolded his Della. For ten
seconds let us regard with discreet scrutiny some inconsequential object in the
other direction. Eight dollars a week or a million a year—what is the difference?

A mathematician or a wit would give you the wrong answer. The magi brought

20
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valuable gifts, but that was not among them. This dark assertion will be
illuminated later on.
Jim drew a package from his overcoat pocket and threw it upon the table.
“Don’t make any mistake, Dell,” he said, “about me. I don’t think there’s
anything in the way of a haircut or a shave or a shampoo that could make me like
my girl any less. But if you’ll unwrap that package you may see why you had me

going a while at first.”
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55 BEDEHIY (5)
THE GIFT OF THE MAGI

EX <58B> 4239-F

White fingers and nimble tore at the string and paper. And then an ecstatic
scream of joy; and then, alas! a quick feminine change to hysterical tears and
wails, necessitating the immediate employment of all the comforting powers of
the lord of the flat.

For there lay The Combs—the set of combs, side and back, that Della had
worshipped long in a Broadway window. Beautiful combs, pure tortoise shell,
with jewelled rims—just the shade to wear in the beautiful vanished hair. They
were expensive combs, she knew, and her heart had simply craved and yearned
over them without the least hope of possession. And now, they were hers, but the
tresses that should have adorned the coveted adornments were gone.

But she hugged them to her bosom, and at length she was able to look up with
dim eyes and a smile and say: “My hair grows so fast, Jim!”

And then Della leaped up like a little singed cat and cried, “Oh, oh!”

Jim had not yet seen his beautiful present. She held it out to him eagerly upon
her open palm. The dull precious metal seemed to flash with a reflection of her
bright and ardent spirit.

“Isn’t it a dandy, Jim? I hunted all over town to find it. You’ll have to look at the
time a hundred times a day now. Give me your watch. I want to see how it looks
on it.”

Instead of obeying, Jim tumbled down on the couch and put his hands under the
back of his head and smiled.

“Dell,” said he, “let’s put our Christmas presents away and keep ’em a while.
They’re too nice to use just at present. I sold the watch to get the money to buy
your combs. And now suppose you put the chops on.”

The magi, as you know, were wise men—wonderfully wise men—who brought
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gifts to the Babe in the manger. They invented the art of giving Christmas
presents. Being wise, their gifts were no doubt wise ones, possibly bearing the
privilege of exchange in case of duplication. And here I have lamely related to
you the uneventful chronicle of two foolish children in a flat who most unwisely
sacrificed for each other the greatest treasures of their house. But in a last word
to the wise of these days let it be said that of all who give gifts these two were
the wisest. Of all who give and receive gifts, such as they are wisest. Everywhere

they are wisest. They are the magi.
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THE COP AND THE ANTHEM

EX <6BB> 4409—F

On his bench in Madison Square Soapy moved uneasily. When wild geese
honk high of nights, and when women without sealskin coats grow kind to their
husbands, and when Soapy moves uneasily on his bench in the park, you may
know that winter is near at hand.

A dead leaf fell in Soapy’s lap. That was Jack Frost’s card. Jack is kind to the
regular denizens of Madison Square, and gives fair warning of his annual call. At
the corners of four streets he hands his pasteboard to the North Wind, footman of
the mansion of All Outdoors, so that the inhabitants thereof may make ready.

Soapy’s mind became cognisant of the fact that the time had come for him to
resolve himself into a singular Committee of Ways and Means to provide against
the coming rigour. And therefore he moved uneasily on his bench.

The hibernatorial ambitions of Soapy were not of the highest. In them there
were no considerations of Mediterranean cruises, of soporific Southern skies
drifting in the Vesuvian Bay. Three months on the Island was what his soul
craved. Three months of assured board and bed and congenial company, safe
from Boreas and bluecoats, seemed to Soapy the essence of things desirable.

For years the hospitable Blackwell’s had been his winter quarters. Just as his
more fortunate fellow New Yorkers had bought their tickets to Palm Beach and
the Riviera each winter, so Soapy had made his humble arrangements for his
annual hegira to the Island. And now the time was come. On the previous night
three Sabbath newspapers, distributed beneath his coat, about his ankles and over
his lap, had failed to repulse the cold as he slept on his bench near the spurting
fountain in the ancient square. So the Island loomed big and timely in Soapy’s
mind. He scorned the provisions made in the name of charity for the city’s

dependents. In Soapy’s opinion the Law was more benign than Philanthropy.
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There was an endless round of institutions, municipal and eleemosynary, on
which he might set out and receive lodging and food accordant with the simple
life. But to one of Soapy’s proud spirit the gifts of charity are encumbered. If
not in coin you must pay in humiliation of spirit for every benefit received at
the hands of philanthropy. As Caesar had his Brutus, every bed of charity must
have its toll of a bath, every loaf of bread its compensation of a private and
personal inquisition. Wherefore it is better to be a guest of the law, which though

conducted by rules, does not meddle unduly with a gentleman’s private affairs.
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THE COP AND THE ANTHEM

EX <788> 4799-F

Soapy, having decided to go to the Island, at once set about accomplishing his
desire. There were many easy ways of doing this. The pleasantest was to dine
luxuriously at some expensive restaurant; and then, after declaring insolvency,
be handed over quietly and without uproar to a policeman. An accommodating
magistrate would do the rest.

Soapy left his bench and strolled out of the square and across the level sea
of asphalt, where Broadway and Fifth Avenue flow together. Up Broadway he
turned, and halted at a glittering café, where are gathered together nightly the
choicest products of the grape, the silkworm and the protoplasm.

Soapy had confidence in himself from the lowest button of his vest upward.
He was shaven, and his coat was decent and his neat black, ready-tied four-in-
hand had been presented to him by a lady missionary on Thanksgiving Day.
If he could reach a table in the restaurant unsuspected success would be his.
The portion of him that would show above the table would raise no doubt in
the waiter’s mind. A roasted mallard duck, thought Soapy, would be about the
thing—with a bottle of Chablis, and then Camembert, a demi-tasse and a cigar.
One dollar for the cigar would be enough. The total would not be so high as to
call forth any supreme manifestation of revenge from the café management;
and yet the meat would leave him filled and happy for the journey to his winter
refuge.

But as Soapy set foot inside the restaurant door the head waiter’s eye fell upon
his frayed trousers and decadent shoes. Strong and ready hands turned him about
and conveyed him in silence and haste to the sidewalk and averted the ignoble
fate of the menaced mallard.

Soapy turned off Broadway. It seemed that his route to the coveted island was
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not to be an epicurean one. Some other way of entering limbo must be thought
of.

At a corner of Sixth Avenue electric lights and cunningly displayed wares
behind plate-glass made a shop window conspicuous. Soapy took a cobblestone
and dashed it through the glass. People came running around the corner, a
policeman in the lead. Soapy stood still, with his hands in his pockets, and
smiled at the sight of brass buttons.

“Where’s the man that done that?” inquired the officer excitedly.

“Don’t you figure out that I might have had something to do with it?” said
Soapy, not without sarcasm, but friendly, as one greets good fortune.

The policeman’s mind refused to accept Soapy even as a clue. Men who smash
windows do not remain to parley with the law’s minions. They take to their
heels. The policeman saw a man half way down the block running to catch a car.
With drawn club he joined in the pursuit. Soapy, with disgust in his heart, loafed

along, twice unsuccessful.
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08 ZErHER (3)
THE COP AND THE ANTHEM

EX <8BB> 4669—F

On the opposite side of the street was a restaurant of no great pretensions. It
catered to large appetites and modest purses. Its crockery and atmosphere were
thick; its soup and napery thin. Into this place Soapy took his accusive shoes and
telltale trousers without challenge. At a table he sat and consumed beefsteak,
flapjacks, doughnuts and pie. And then to the waiter be betrayed the fact that the
minutest coin and himself were strangers.

“Now, get busy and call a cop,” said Soapy. “And don’t keep a gentleman
waiting.”

“No cop for youse,” said the waiter, with a voice like butter cakes and an eye
like the cherry in a Manhattan cocktail. “Hey, Con!”

Neatly upon his left ear on the callous pavement two waiters pitched Soapy.
He arose, joint by joint, as a carpenter’s rule opens, and beat the dust from his
clothes. Arrest seemed but a rosy dream. The Island seemed very far away. A
policeman who stood before a drug store two doors away laughed and walked
down the street.

Five blocks Soapy travelled before his courage permitted him to woo capture
again. This time the opportunity presented what he fatuously termed to himself
a “cinch.” A young woman of a modest and pleasing guise was standing before
a show window gazing with sprightly interest at its display of shaving mugs
and inkstands, and two yards from the window a large policeman of severe
demeanour leaned against a water plug.

It was Soapy’s design to assume the role of the despicable and execrated
“masher.” The refined and elegant appearance of his victim and the contiguity
of the conscientious cop encouraged him to believe that he would soon feel the

pleasant official clutch upon his arm that would insure his winter quarters on the
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right little, tight little isle.

Soapy straightened the lady missionary’s ready-made tie, dragged his shrinking
cuffs into the open, set his hat at a killing cant and sidled toward the young
woman. He made eyes at her, was taken with sudden coughs and “hems,” smiled,
smirked and went brazenly through the impudent and contemptible litany of the
“masher.” With half an eye Soapy saw that the policeman was watching him
fixedly. The young woman moved away a few steps, and again bestowed her
absorbed attention upon the shaving mugs. Soapy followed, boldly stepping to
her side, raised his hat and said:

“Ah there, Bedelia! Don’t you want to come and play in my yard?”

The policeman was still looking. The persecuted young woman had but to
beckon a finger and Soapy would be practically en route for his insular haven.
Already he imagined he could feel the cozy warmth of the station-house. The

young woman faced him and, stretching out a hand, caught Soapy’s coat sleeve.
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09 ZErBER (4)
THE COP AND THE ANTHEM

EX <9B8B> 43990—F

“Sure, Mike,” she said joyfully, “if you’ll blow me to a pail of suds. I'd have
spoke to you sooner, but the cop was watching.”

With the young woman playing the clinging ivy to his oak Soapy walked past
the policeman overcome with gloom. He seemed doomed to liberty.

At the next corner he shook off his companion and ran. He halted in the district
where by night are found the lightest streets, hearts, vows and librettos. Women
in furs and men in greatcoats moved gaily in the wintry air. A sudden fear seized
Soapy that some dreadful enchantment had rendered him immune to arrest.
The thought brought a little of panic upon it, and when he came upon another
policeman lounging grandly in front of a transplendent theatre he caught at the
immediate straw of “disorderly conduct.”

On the sidewalk Soapy began to yell drunken gibberish at the top of his harsh
voice. He danced, howled, raved and otherwise disturbed the welkin.

The policeman twirled his club, turned his back to Soapy and remarked to a
citizen.

“’Tis one of them Yale lads celebratin’ the goose egg they give to the Hartford
College. Noisy; but no harm. We’ve instructions to leave them be.”

Disconsolate, Soapy ceased his unavailing racket. Would never a policeman
lay hands on him? In his fancy the Island seemed an unattainable Arcadia. He
buttoned his thin coat against the chilling wind.

In a cigar store he saw a well-dressed man lighting a cigar at a swinging light.
His silk umbrella he had set by the door on entering. Soapy stepped inside,
secured the umbrella and sauntered off with it slowly. The man at the cigar light
followed hastily.

“My umbrella,” he said, sternly.
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“Oh, is it?” sneered Soapy, adding insult to petit larceny. “Well, why don’t
you call a policeman? I took it. Your umbrella! Why don’t you call a cop? There
stands one on the corner.”

The umbrella owner slowed his steps. Soapy did likewise, with a presentiment
that luck would again run against him. The policeman looked at the two
curiously.

“Of course,” said the umbrella man—*"“that is—well, you know how these
mistakes occur—I—if it’s your umbrella I hope you’ll excuse me—I picked it up
this morning in a restaurant—If you recognise it as yours, why—I hope you’ll—”

“Of course it’s mine,” said Soapy, viciously.

The ex-umbrella man retreated. The policeman hurried to assist a tall blonde in
an opera cloak across the street in front of a street car that was approaching two

blocks away.
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0 EBLBER(5)
THE COP AND THE ANTHEM

EX <1088> 467 9—F

Soapy walked eastward through a street damaged by improvements. He hurled
the umbrella wrathfully into an excavation. He muttered against the men who
wear helmets and carry clubs. Because he wanted to fall into their clutches, they
seemed to regard him as a king who could do no wrong.

At length Soapy reached one of the avenues to the east where the glitter and
turmoil was but faint. He set his face down this toward Madison Square, for the
homing instinct survives even when the home is a park bench.

But on an unusually quiet corner Soapy came to a standstill. Here was an old
church, quaint and rambling and gabled. Through one violet-stained window a
soft light glowed, where, no doubt, the organist loitered over the keys, making
sure of his mastery of the coming Sabbath anthem. For there drifted out to
Soapy’s ears sweet music that caught and held him transfixed against the
convolutions of the iron fence.

The moon was above, lustrous and serene; vehicles and pedestrians were few;
sparrows twittered sleepily in the eaves—for a little while the scene might have
been a country churchyard. And the anthem that the organist played cemented
Soapy to the iron fence, for he had known it well in the days when his life
contained such things as mothers and roses and ambitions and friends and
immaculate thoughts and collars.

The conjunction of Soapy’s receptive state of mind and the influences about the
old church wrought a sudden and wonderful change in his soul. He viewed with
swift horror the pit into which he had tumbled, the degraded days, unworthy
desires, dead hopes, wrecked faculties and base motives that made up his
existence.

And also in a moment his heart responded thrillingly to this novel mood. An
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instantaneous and strong impulse moved him to battle with his desperate fate.
He would pull himself out of the mire; he would make a man of himself again;
he would conquer the evil that had taken possession of him. There was time; he
was comparatively young yet; he would resurrect his old eager ambitions and
pursue them without faltering. Those solemn but sweet organ notes had set up a
revolution in him. Tomorrow he would go into the roaring downtown district and
find work. A fur importer had once offered him a place as driver. He would find
him tomorrow and ask for the position. He would be somebody in the world. He
would—

Soapy felt a hand laid on his arm. He looked quickly around into the broad face
of a policeman.

“What are you doin’ here?” asked the officer.

“Nothin’,” said Soapy.

“Then come along,” said the policeman.

“Three months on the Island,” said the Magistrate in the Police Court the next

morning.
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THE COUNT AND THE WEDDING GUEST
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One evening when Andy Donovan went to dinner at his Second Avenue
boarding-house, Mrs. Scott introduced him to a new boarder, a young lady, Miss
Conway. Miss Conway was small and unobtrusive. She wore a plain, snuffy-
brown dress, and bestowed her interest, which seemed languid, upon her plate.
She lifted her diffident eyelids and shot one perspicuous, judicial glance at Mr.
Donovan, politely murmured his name, and returned to her mutton. Mr. Donovan
bowed with the grace and beaming smile that were rapidly winning for him
social, business and political advancement, and erased the snuffy-brown one
from the tablets of his consideration.

Two weeks later Andy was sitting on the front steps enjoying his cigar. There
was a soft rustle behind and above him, and Andy turned his head—and had his
head turned.

Just coming out the door was Miss Conway. She wore a night-black dress of
crépe de—crépe de—oh, this thin black goods. Her hat was black, and from it
drooped and fluttered an ebon veil, filmy as a spider’s web. She stood on the top
step and drew on black silk gloves. Not a speck of white or a spot of color about
her dress anywhere. Her rich golden hair was drawn, with scarcely a ripple, into
a shining, smooth knot low on her neck. Her face was plain rather than pretty,
but it was now illuminated and made almost beautiful by her large gray eyes that
gazed above the houses across the street into the sky with an expression of the
most appealing sadness and melancholy.

Gather the idea, girls—all black, you know, with the preference for crépe de—
oh, crépe de Chine—that’s it. All black, and that sad, faraway look, and the hair
shining under the black veil (you have to be a blonde, of course), and try to look

as if, although your young life had been blighted just as it was about to give a
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hop-skip-and-a-jump over the threshold of life, a walk in the park might do you
good, and be sure to happen out the door at the right moment, and—obh, it’ll fetch
’em every time. But it’s fierce, now, how cynical I am, ain’t it?—to talk about

mourning costumes this way.

63



MNyATEBI» RO L= AREEY —T4v7) 58I LELZRFE NV —=v 7 BEM

EBE) oe&zBR<NNBB>

HoMe. TVT4 - R TrVDEHCHDITEETIEDFEILT L, (XEAD)
2Oy FRAD FILWTFBATHDIEVLME. IR - IVITAZRKICEN LIz, IR
AV ITAFNMETHRE Sfz, BEIE BHOEBENZREONLAZE VLT &
%512 BHOBOEMICEIT W, BRITEBDNGQESNEZFEL EITHL,
PR CHE OB HE TR/ Y7V RIC B &I AT, HLBELEOEZREDRDC
. (BiEZ) FRICELZ, F/J7VKRIE. HEMICE, BENICE, BURNIZEA
HICHEzHHIE WD, BEIPDOAEOCKETERTDL, BEBRIRNEER/NOIR
M. COFEBNFE (DIROFEE) ZHEELE.

2:8M%. TUVTAIEEXEOREICENT. EEEZRLATW, BOEHR. A
EDIEFST HNEONKELELEEFZAL DT, 7VTAHMRVEALCE—FOE
[FRUBW-FFICHR>TLE o

bEOERBORTHAOHTELDEIR- AV IzAZo1z, HEKIE. BOBDOLD
[CE-BGIL—T - Ry—0L—7 - Ro—22&. HOBEBFOREVFHTTE

FLRZE Wz, IBFHLER ZINDIEMBKOEDL DG, BLEPORENON—IL
DENATAU, [FlzHWTW e, BLEBEO—FELOEICILS. BWMEOFEE(IH
foo WEDIRECIFEZICE, BOWEIHPRBEDFMWZEIHDDLEGD oIz, HBED
SESAEDEBOEEVI—TNEILALE BOERWAET, BHOMNCELHE
UBEANESIEAEFNTUW ], BEDEIL. DMHLSHLWEWLWD KUFERLREDE oA
SIEIELHEEEZFIADRBEC. BUEZHALROEIODZEZL>ERADHDIKRER
TJL—DROBVT, ELWEE>TEVWEEE ST,

HEIAH. BELTHATEEEWL 2HEITHT, VLT Fy—z2&. 7
L= R - VVERBATECND, EZZNElT, 2F5E2F<HT. HOELIT (&
#=1E) T BCERDD, TLTEVWR—ILDOTTHELE (55A. 2E2TRITNIEN
[F7500). ZLT ZEBUTAEDBENAIOIAINTIOELTLEICHBLIT, HL
ANEEFBNTLESZHRFT, ENTEH. 2RZHESTEINEAHPRVIEDHDNT
FIEWHDEBRBIELTWD, (ZARKTHED) CIZEVWDIIAIVITRTHLHTS
DIE—%5L1=6. HH. TNIEVLDODEFE. HS (= BIERH) OLERHRDESD,

64



MNyATEBN RO L= AREEY —T4v7) 5B8rLHE2ZRFE Vv —=v 7 BHEMH

LA L. TNRVDEV, FAIZATERBZALEZDIN? BROZEEIAESDIICET A
AT

65



BEBYRb

avenue
boarding-house
boarder
unobtrusive
plain

snuffy

bestow upon
languid
diffident

eyelid

shoot
perspicuous
judicial

glance

murmur
mutton

bow

grace

beaming
rapidly

advancement

MNyATEBI» RO L= AREEY —T4v7) 58I LELZRFE NV —=v 7 BEM

<1 e8>

KR

TRE

TEA

HBR7R

i3 0))

5L
~ICHEITD
BEL, KDL
BENBA
EJN
(RigeLz) H%IFD
BRI R 7

I hnd s
LHUERBIL
D5%K

FA

2MT3

B

HUBEL
SIEIC

i

erase ... from
tablet
consideration
cigar

rustle

goods

droop

flutter

ebon

veil

filmy

draw on
speck of

rich

draw into
scarcely
ripple

knot

plain
illuminate

gaze

- E~DOHEIRT S
XER
ERINEEWR
-2

ESHELFEUTCD

(&Tzsn<
RED
~N—)L
FHEPDELOK
3

FEAE~EL
Dz=7
f&UH
EL<gn
BoY, £
Lo RDOH3

66



MNyATEBN RO L= AREEY —T4v7) 5B8rLHE2ZRFE Vv —=v 7 BHEMH

appeal (ADIZ) FZD happen R A
melancholy 28 fetch LEHSZ
preference IFdr. ZEIR em = them
although ~fFnEs fierce vEn
blight oY cynical P-4 AN
threshold HE mourning I

FyHHZE <noes>

. 27y 71 A7y 3 ATy 4 27975
B 9-FE  wama) (s®108) (2H208) (RH3EE)
2 i o) ®» 2 #®» 2 #»
370 ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
WPM WPM WPM WPM
wHRH

WPM o5t8E 5% WPM =0 —F# + V—=Fyv2724 4 (B) x 60

67



MNyATEBI» RO LU AREEY —T4v7) S5B8ILEZRFE Vv —=v 7 BEM

DAY

12 BfrEloz (2)
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Mr. Donovan suddenly reinscribed Miss Conway upon the tablets of his
consideration. He threw away the remaining inch-and-a-quarter of his cigar, that
would have been good for eight minutes yet, and quickly shifted his center of
gravity to his low cut patent leathers.

“It’s a fine, clear evening, Miss Conway,” he said; and if the Weather Bureau
could have heard the confident emphasis of his tones it would have hoisted the
square white signal, and nailed it to the mast. “To them that has the heart to enjoy
it, it is, Mr. Donovan,” said Miss Conway, with a sigh. Mr. Donovan, in his heart,
cursed fair weather. Heartless weather! It should hail and blow and snow to be
consonant with the mood of Miss Conway.

“I hope none of your relatives—I hope you haven’t sustained a loss?” ventured
Mr. Donovan. “Death has claimed,” said Miss Conway, hesitating—"“not a
relative, but one who—but I will not intrude my grief upon you, Mr. Donovan.”
“Intrude?” protested Mr. Donovan. “Why, say, Miss Conway, I’d be delighted,
that is, I’d be sorry—I mean I’'m sure nobody could sympathize with you truer
than I would.”

Miss Conway smiled a little smile. And oh, it was sadder than her expression
in repose. “‘Laugh, and the world laughs with you; weep, and they give you the
laugh,”” she quoted. “I have learned that, Mr. Donovan. I have no friends or
acquaintances in this city. But you have been kind to me. I appreciate it highly.”
He had passed her the pepper twice at the table.

“It’s tough to be alone in New York—that’s a cinch,” said Mr. Donovan. “But,
say—whenever this little old town does loosen up and get friendly it goes the
limit. Say you took a little stroll in the park, Miss Conway—don’t you think it

might chase away some of your mullygrubs? And if you'd allow me—"
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“Thanks, Mr. Donovan. I’d be pleased to accept of your escort if you think the
company of one whose heart is filled with gloom could be anyways agreeable
to you.” Through the open gates of the iron-railed, old, downtown park, where
the elect once took the air, they strolled, and found a quiet bench. There is this
difference between the grief of youth and that of old age: youth’s burden is
lightened by as much of it as another shares; old age may give and give, but the

sorrow remains the same.
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“He was my fiance,” confided Miss Conway, at the end of an hour. “We were
going to be married next spring. I don’t want you to think that I am stringing
you, Mr. Donovan, but he was a real Count. He had an estate and a castle in Italy.
Count Fernando Mazzini was his name. I never saw the beat of him for elegance.
Papa objected, of course, and once we eloped, but papa overtook us, and took
us back. I thought sure papa and Fernando would fight a duel. Papa has a livery
business—in P’kipsee, you know.”

“Finally, papa came ’round, all right, and said we might be married next spring.
Fernando showed him proofs of his title and wealth, and then went over to Italy
to get the castle fixed up for us. Papa’s very proud, and when Fernando wanted to
give me several thousand dollars for my trousseau he called him down something
awful. He wouldn’t even let me take a ring or any presents from him. And when
Fernando sailed I came to the city and got a position as cashier in a candy store.”

“Three days ago I got a letter from Italy, forwarded from P’kipsee, saying that
Fernando had been killed in a gondola accident.” “That is why I am in mourning.
My heart, Mr. Donovan, will remain forever in his grave. I guess I am poor
company, Mr. Donovan, but I cannot take any interest in no one. I should not
care to keep you from gayety and your friends who can smile and entertain you.
Perhaps you would prefer to walk back to the house?”

Now, girls, if you want to observe a young man hustle out after a pick and
shovel, just tell him that your heart is in some other fellow’s grave. Young men
are grave-robbers by nature. Ask any widow. Something must be done to restore
that missing organ to weeping angels in crépe de Chine. Dead men certainly get
the worst of it from all sides.

“I’'m awfully sorry,” said Mr. Donovan, gently. “No, we won’t walk back to the
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house just yet. And don’t say you haven’t no friends in this city, Miss Conway. I’'m

awful sorry, and I want you to believe I'm your friend, and that I'm awful sorry.”
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“I’ve got his picture here in my locket,” said Miss Conway, after wiping her
eyes with her handkerchief. “I never showed it to anybody; but I will to you, Mr.
Donovan, because I believe you to be a true friend.”

Mr. Donovan gazed long and with much interest at the photograph in the
locket that Miss Conway opened for him. The face of Count Mazzini was one to
command interest. It was a smooth, intelligent, bright, almost a handsome face—
the face of a strong, cheerful man who might well be a leader among his fellows.

“I have a larger one, framed, in my room,” said Miss Conway. “When we return
I will show you that. They are all I have to remind me of Fernando. But he ever
will be present in my heart, that’s a sure thing.”

A subtle task confronted Mr. Donovan,—that of supplanting the unfortunate
Count in the heart of Miss Conway. This his admiration for her determined
him to do. But the magnitude of the undertaking did not seem to weigh upon
his spirits. The sympathetic but cheerful friend was the rdle he essayed; and he
played it so successfully that the next half-hour found them conversing pensively
across two plates of ice-cream, though yet there was no diminution of the sadness
in Miss Conway’s large gray eyes.

Before they parted in the hall that evening she ran upstairs and brought down
the framed photograph wrapped lovingly in a white silk scarf. Mr. Donovan
surveyed it with inscrutable eyes.

“He gave me this the night he left for Italy,” said Miss Conway. “I had the
one for the locket made from this.” “A fine-looking man,” said Mr. Donovan,
heartily. “How would it suit you, Miss Conway, to give me the pleasure of your
company to Coney next Sunday afternoon?”’A month later they announced their

engagement to Mrs. Scott and the other boarders. Miss Conway continued to
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wear black.

A week after the announcement the two sat on the same bench in the downtown
park, while the fluttering leaves of the trees made a dim kinetoscopic picture of
them in the moonlight. But Donovan had worn a look of abstracted gloom all
day. He was so silent tonight that love’s lips could not keep back any longer the

questions that love’s heart propounded.
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THE COUNT AND THE WEDDING GUEST

EX <15B88> 416 9—F

“What’s the matter, Andy, you are so solemn and grouchy tonight?” “Nothing,
Maggie.” “I know better. Can’t I tell? You never acted this way before. What is
it?” “It’s nothing much, Maggie.”

“Yes it is; and I want to know. I’ll bet it’s some other girl you are thinking
about. All right. Why don’t you go get her if you want her? Take your arm away,
if you please.” “I’ll tell you then,” said Andy, wisely, “but I guess you won’t
understand it exactly. You’ve heard of Mike Sullivan, haven’t you? ‘Big Mike’
Sullivan, everybody calls him.” “No, I haven’t,” said Maggie. “And I don’t want
to, if he makes you act like this. Who is he?”

“He’s the biggest man in New York,” said Andy, almost reverently. “He can
about do anything he wants to with Tammany or any other old thing in the
political line. He’s a mile high and as broad as East River. You say anything
against Big Mike, and you’ll have a million men on your collarbone in about two
seconds. Why, he made a visit over to the old country awhile back, and the kings
took to their holes like rabbits.

“Well, Big Mike’s a friend of mine. I ain’t more than deuce-high in the district
as far as influence goes, but Mike’s as good a friend to a little man, or a poor
man as he is to a big one. I met him today on the Bowery, and what do you think
he does? Comes up and shakes hands. ‘Andy,” says he, ‘I’ve been keeping cases
on you. You’ve been putting in some good licks over on your side of the street,
and I’'m proud of you. What’ll you take to drink?’ He takes a cigar, and I take a
highball. I told him I was going to get married in two weeks. ‘Andy,” says he, ‘send
me an invitation, so I’ll keep in mind of it, and I’ll come to the wedding.” That’s
what Big Mike says to me; and he always does what he says.”

“You don’t understand it, Maggie, but I’d have one of my hands cut off to have
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Big Mike Sullivan at our wedding. It would be the proudest day of my life. When
he goes to a man’s wedding, there’s a guy being married that’s made for life.
Now, that’s why I’'m maybe looking sore tonight.” “Why don’t you invite him,
then, if he’s so much to the mustard?” said Maggie, lightly.
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“There’s a reason why I can’t,” said Andy, sadly. “There’s a reason why he
mustn’t be there. Don’t ask me what it is, for I can’t tell you.” “Oh, I don’t care,”
said Maggie. “It’s something about politics, of course. But it’s no reason why you
can’t smile at me.”

“Maggie,” said Andy, presently, “do you think as much of me as you did of
your—as you did of the Count Mazzini?”

He waited a long time, but Maggie did not reply. And then, suddenly she leaned
against his shoulder and began to cry—to cry and shake with sobs, holding his
arm tightly, and wetting the crépe de Chine with tears.

“There, there, there!” soothed Andy, putting aside his own trouble. “And what
is it, now?”

“Andy,” sobbed Maggie. “I've lied to you, and you’ll never marry me, or love
me any more. But I feel that I've got to tell. Andy, there never was so much as the
little finger of a count. I never had a beau in my life. But all the other girls had;
and they talked about ’em; and that seemed to make the fellows like ’em more.
And, Andy, I look swell in black—you know I do. So I went out to a photograph
store and bought that picture, and had a little one made for my locket, and made
up all that story about the Count, and about his being killed, so I could wear
black. And nobody can love a liar, and you’ll shake me, Andy, and I’ll die for
shame. Oh, there never was anybody I liked but you—and that’s all.”

But instead of being pushed away, she found Andy’s arm folding her closer. She
looked up and saw his face cleared and smiling.

“Could you—could you forgive me, Andy?”

“Sure,” said Andy. “It’s all right about that. Back to the cemetery for the Count.

You’ve straightened everything out, Maggie. I was in hopes you would before the
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wedding-day. Bully girl!”

“Andy,” said Maggie, with a somewhat shy smile, after she had been thoroughly
assured of forgiveness, “did you believe all that story about the Count?”

“Well, not to any large extent,” said Andy, reaching for his cigar case, “because

it’s Big Mike Sullivan’s picture you’ve got in that locket of yours.”
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A RETRIEVED REFORMATION
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A guard came to the prison shoe-shop, where Jimmy Valentine was assiduously
stitching uppers, and escorted him to the front office. There the warden handed
Jimmy his pardon, which had been signed that morning by the governor. Jimmy
took it in a tired kind of way. He had served nearly ten months of a four year
sentence. He had expected to stay only about three months, at the longest. When
a man with as many friends on the outside as Jimmy Valentine had is received in
the “stir” it is hardly worth while to cut his hair.

“Now, Valentine,” said the warden, “you’ll go out in the morning. Brace up, and
make a man of yourself. You’re not a bad fellow at heart. Stop cracking safes,
and live straight.” “Me?” said Jimmy, in surprise. “Why, I never cracked a safe in
my life.”

“Oh, no,” laughed the warden. “Of course not. Let’s see, now. How was it you
happened to get sent up on that Springfield job? Was it because you wouldn’t
prove an alibi for fear of compromising somebody in extremely high-toned
society? Or was it simply a case of a mean old jury that had it in for you? It’s
always one or the other with you innocent victims.”

“Me?” said Jimmy, still blankly virtuous. “Why, warden, I never was in
Springfield in my life!”

“Take him back, Cronin!” said the warden, “and fix him up with outgoing
clothes. Unlock him at seven in the morning, and let him come to the bull-pen.
Better think over my advice, Valentine.”

At a quarter past seven on the next morning Jimmy stood in the warden’s outer
office. He had on a suit of the villainously fitting, ready-made clothes and a pair
of the stiff, squeaky shoes that the state furnishes to its discharged compulsory

guests.
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The clerk handed him a railroad ticket and the five-dollar bill with which the
law expected him to rehabilitate himself into good citizenship and prosperity.
The warden gave him a cigar, and shook hands. Valentine, 9762, was chronicled
on the books, “Pardoned by Governor,” and Mr. James Valentine walked out into

the sunshine.
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A RETRIEVED REFORMATION
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Disregarding the song of the birds, the waving green trees, and the smell of the
flowers, Jimmy headed straight for a restaurant. There he tasted the first sweet
joys of liberty in the shape of a broiled chicken and a bottle of white wine—
followed by a cigar a grade better than the one the warden had given him. From
there he proceeded leisurely to the depot. He tossed a quarter into the hat of a
blind man sitting by the door, and boarded his train. Three hours set him down in
a little town near the state line. He went to the café of one Mike Dolan and shook
hands with Mike, who was alone behind the bar.

“Sorry we couldn’t make it sooner, Jimmy, me boy,” said Mike. “But we had
that protest from Springfield to buck against, and the governor nearly balked.
Feeling all right?” “Fine,” said Jimmy. “Got my key?”

He got his key and went upstairs, unlocking the door of a room at the rear.
Everything was just as he had left it. There on the floor was still Ben Price’s
collar-button that had been torn from that eminent detective’s shirt-band when
they had overpowered Jimmy to arrest him.

Pulling out from the wall a folding-bed, Jimmy slid back a panel in the wall
and dragged out a dust-covered suit-case. He opened this and gazed fondly at the
finest set of burglar’s tools in the East. It was a complete set, made of specially
tempered steel, the latest designs in drills, punches, braces and bits, jimmies,
clamps, and augers, with two or three novelties, invented by Jimmy himself, in
which he took pride. Over nine hundred dollars they had cost him to have made
at—, a place where they make such things for the profession.

In half an hour Jimmy went down stairs and through the café. He was now
dressed in tasteful and well-fitting clothes, and carried his dusted and cleaned

suit-case in his hand. “Got anything on?” asked Mike Dolan, genially. “Me?”
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said Jimmy, in a puzzled tone. “I don’t understand. I’'m representing the New
York Amalgamated Short Snap Biscuit Cracker and Frazzled Wheat Company.”
This statement delighted Mike to such an extent that Jimmy had to take a seltzer-

and-milk on the spot. He never touched “hard” drinks.
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9 LEHESTEHA (3)
A RETRIEVED REFORMATION

EX <19B8> 4339-—F

A week after the release of Valentine, 9762, there was a neat job of safe-
burglary done in Richmond, Indiana, with no clue to the author. A scant eight
hundred dollars was all that was secured. Two weeks after that a patented,
improved, burglar-proof safe in Logansport was opened like a cheese to the tune
of fifteen hundred dollars, currency; securities and silver untouched. That began
to interest the rogue-catchers. Then an old-fashioned bank-safe in Jefferson City
became active and threw out of its crater an eruption of bank-notes amounting to
five thousand dollars. The losses were now high enough to bring the matter up
into Ben Price’s class of work. By comparing notes, a remarkable similarity in
the methods of the burglaries was noticed. Ben Price investigated the scenes of
the robberies, and was heard to remark:

“That’s Dandy Jim Valentine’s autograph. He’s resumed business. Look at that
combination knob—jerked out as easy as pulling up a radish in wet weather.
He’s got the only clamps that can do it. And look how clean those tumblers
were punched out! Jimmy never has to drill but one hole. Yes, I guess I want
Mr. Valentine. He’ll do his bit next time without any short-time or clemency
foolishness.”

Ben Price knew Jimmy’s habits. He had learned them while working up the
Springfield case. Long jumps, quick get-aways, no confederates, and a taste
for good society—these ways had helped Mr. Valentine to become noted as a
successful dodger of retribution. It was given out that Ben Price had taken up the
trail of the elusive cracksman, and other people with burglar-proof safes felt more
at ease.

One afternoon Jimmy Valentine and his suit-case climbed out of the mail-hack

in Elmore, a little town five miles off the railroad down in the black-jack country
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of Arkansas. Jimmy, looking like an athletic young senior just home from
college, went down the board side-walk toward the hotel.

A young lady crossed the street, passed him at the corner and entered a door
over which was the sign, “The Elmore Bank.” Jimmy Valentine looked into her
eyes, forgot what he was, and became another man. She lowered her eyes and
coloured slightly. Young men of Jimmy’s style and looks were scarce in Elmore.

Jimmy collared a boy that was loafing on the steps of the bank as if he were
one of the stockholders, and began to ask him questions about the town, feeding
him dimes at intervals. By and by the young lady came out, looking royally

unconscious of the young man with the suit-case, and went her way.
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30 LHD LT (4)
A RETRIEVED REFORMATION

®EX <2088> 4009—F

“Isn’t that young lady Polly Simpson?” asked Jimmy, with specious guile.

“Naw,” said the boy. “She’s Annabel Adams. Her pa owns this bank. What’d
you come to Elmore for? Is that a gold watch-chain? I’'m going to get a bulldog.
Got any more dimes?”

Jimmy went to the Planters’ Hotel, registered as Ralph D. Spencer, and engaged
a room. He leaned on the desk and declared his platform to the clerk. He said he
had come to Elmore to look for a location to go into business. How was the shoe
business, now, in the town? He had thought of the shoe business. Was there an
opening?

The clerk was impressed by the clothes and manner of Jimmy. He, himself, was
something of a pattern of fashion to the thinly gilded youth of Elmore, but he
now perceived his shortcomings. While trying to figure out Jimmy’s manner of
tying his four-in-hand he cordially gave information.

Yes, there ought to be a good opening in the shoe line. There wasn’t an
exclusive shoe-store in the place. The dry-goods and general stores handled
them. Business in all lines was fairly good. Hoped Mr. Spencer would decide to
locate in Elmore. He would find it a pleasant town to live in, and the people very
sociable.

Mr. Spencer thought he would stop over in the town a few days and look over
the situation. No, the clerk needn’t call the boy. He would carry up his suit-case,
himself; it was rather heavy. Mr. Ralph Spencer, the phoenix that arose from
Jimmy Valentine’s ashes—ashes left by the flame of a sudden and alterative
attack of love—remained in Elmore, and prospered. He opened a shoe-store
and secured a good run of trade. Socially he was also a success, and made

many friends. And he accomplished the wish of his heart. He met Miss Annabel
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Adams, and became more and more captivated by her charms.

At the end of a year the situation of Mr. Ralph Spencer was this: he had won the
respect of the community, his shoe-store was flourishing, and he and Annabel
were engaged to be married in two weeks. Mr. Adams, the typical, plodding,
country banker, approved of Spencer. Annabel’s pride in him almost equalled
her affection. He was as much at home in the family of Mr. Adams and that of

Annabel’s married sister as if he were already a member.
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51 LB ESTED (5)
A RETRIEVED REFORMATION

EE #X <2188> 421 9—F

One day Jimmy sat down in his room and wrote this letter, which he mailed to

the safe address of one of his old friends in St. Louis:

Dear Old Pal:

I want you to be at Sullivan’s place, in Little Rock, next Wednesday night, at
nine o’clock. I want you to wind up some little matters for me. And, also, I want
to make you a present of my kit of tools. I know you’ll be glad to get them—
you couldn’t duplicate the lot for a thousand dollars. Say, Billy, I’'ve quit the old
business—a year ago. I’ve got a nice store. I’'m making an honest living, and I'm
going to marry the finest girl on earth two weeks from now. It’s the only life,
Billy—the straight one. I wouldn’t touch a dollar of another man’s money now
for a million. After I get married I'm going to sell out and go West, where there
won’t be so much danger of having old scores brought up against me. I tell you,
Billy, she’s an angel. She believes in me; and I wouldn’t do another crooked thing
for the whole world. Be sure to be at Sully’s, for I must see you. I’ll bring along

the tools with me.

Your old friend,

Jimmy.
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On the Monday night after Jimmy wrote this letter, Ben Price jogged
unobtrusively into Elmore in a livery buggy. He lounged about town in his quiet
way until he found out what he wanted to know. From the drug-store across the
street from Spencer’s shoe-store he got a good look at Ralph D. Spencer. “Going
to marry the banker’s daughter are you, Jimmy?” said Ben to himself, softly.
“Well, I don’t know!”

The next morning Jimmy took breakfast at the Adamses. He was going to Little
Rock that day to order his wedding-suit and buy something nice for Annabel.
That would be the first time he had left town since he came to Elmore. It had
been more than a year now since those last professional “jobs,” and he thought he
could safely venture out.

After breakfast quite a family party went downtown together—Mr. Adams,
Annabel, Jimmy, and Annabel’s married sister with her two little girls, aged five
and nine. They came by the hotel where Jimmy still boarded, and he ran up to
his room and brought along his suit-case. Then they went on to the bank. There
stood Jimmy’s horse and buggy and Dolph Gibson, who was going to drive him

over to the railroad station.
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A RETRIEVED REFORMATION

X <2288> 4039-—F

All went inside the high, carved oak railings into the banking-room—Jimmy
included, for Mr. Adams’s future son-in-law was welcome anywhere. The clerks
were pleased to be greeted by the good-looking, agreeable young man who was
going to marry Miss Annabel. Jimmy set his suit-case down. Annabel, whose
heart was bubbling with happiness and lively youth, put on Jimmy’s hat, and
picked up the suit-case. “Wouldn’t I make a nice drummer?” said Annabel. “My!
Ralph, how heavy it is? Feels like it was full of gold bricks.” “Lot of nickel-plated
shoe-horns in there,” said Jimmy, coolly, “that I'm going to return. Thought I'd
save express charges by taking them up. I'm getting awfully economical.”

The Elmore Bank had just put in a new safe and vault. Mr. Adams was very
proud of it, and insisted on an inspection by every one. The vault was a small
one, but it had a new, patented door. It fastened with three solid steel bolts
thrown simultaneously with a single handle, and had a time-lock. Mr. Adams
beamingly explained its workings to Mr. Spencer, who showed a courteous but
not too intelligent interest. The two children, May and Agatha, were delighted by
the shining metal and funny clock and knobs.

While they were thus engaged Ben Price sauntered in and leaned on his elbow,
looking casually inside between the railings. He told the teller that he didn’t want
anything; he was just waiting for a man he knew. Suddenly there was a scream
or two from the women, and a commotion. Unperceived by the elders, May, the
nine-year-old girl, in a spirit of play, had shut Agatha in the vault. She had then
shot the bolts and turned the knob of the combination as she had seen Mr. Adams
do.

The old banker sprang to the handle and tugged at it for a moment. “The door

can’t be opened,” he groaned. “The clock hasn’t been wound nor the combination
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set.” Agatha’s mother screamed again, hysterically.

“Hush!” said Mr. Adams, raising his trembling hand. “All be quiet for a
moment. Agatha!” he called as loudly as he could. “Listen to me.” During
the following silence they could just hear the faint sound of the child wildly
shrieking in the dark vault in a panic of terror. “My precious darling!” wailed the
mother. “She will die of fright! Open the door! Oh, break it open! Can’t you men

do something?”
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“There isn’t a man nearer than Little Rock who can open that door,” said Mr.
Adams, in a shaky voice. “My God! Spencer, what shall we do? That child—she
can’t stand it long in there. There isn’t enough air, and, besides, she’ll go into
convulsions from fright.” Agatha’s mother, frantic now, beat the door of the vault
with her hands. Somebody wildly suggested dynamite. Annabel turned to Jimmy,
her large eyes full of anguish, but not yet despairing. To a woman nothing seems
quite impossible to the powers of the man she worships.

“Can’t you do something, Ralph—try, won’t you?” He looked at her with a
queer, soft smile on his lips and in his keen eyes. “Annabel,” he said, “give me
that rose you are wearing, will you?”

Hardly believing that she heard him aright, she unpinned the bud from the
bosom of her dress, and placed it in his hand. Jimmy stuffed it into his vest-
pocket, threw off his coat and pulled up his shirt-sleeves. With that act Ralph D.
Spencer passed away and Jimmy Valentine took his place. “Get away from the
door, all of you,” he commanded, shortly.

He set his suit-case on the table, and opened it out flat. From that time on
he seemed to be unconscious of the presence of any one else. He laid out the
shining, queer implements swiftly and orderly, whistling softly to himself as he
always did when at work. In a deep silence and immovable, the others watched
him as if under a spell.

In a minute Jimmy’s pet drill was biting smoothly into the steel door. In ten
minutes—breaking his own burglarious record—he threw back the bolts and
opened the door. Agatha, almost collapsed, but safe, was gathered into her
mother’s arms. Jimmy Valentine put on his coat, and walked outside the railings

towards the front door. As he went he thought he heard a far-away voice that he
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once knew call “Ralph!” But he never hesitated.

At the door a big man stood somewhat in his way. “Hello, Ben!” said Jimmy,
still with his strange smile. “Got around at last, have you? Well, let’s go. I don’t
know that it makes much difference, now.” And then Ben Price acted rather
strangely. “Guess you’re mistaken, Mr. Spencer,” he said. “Don’t believe |
recognize you. Your buggy’s waiting for you, ain’t it?” And Ben Price turned and

strolled down the street.
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In a little district west of Washington Square the streets have run crazy and
broken themselves into small strips called “places.” These “places” make
strange angles and curves. One street crosses itself a time or two. An artist once
discovered a valuable possibility in this street. Suppose a collector with a bill for
paints, paper and canvas should, in traversing this route, suddenly meet himself
coming back, without a cent having been paid on account!

So, to quaint old Greenwich Village the art people soon came prowling, hunting
for north windows and eighteenth-century gables and Dutch attics and low rents.
Then they imported some pewter mugs and a chafing dish or two from Sixth
avenue, and became a “colony.”

At the top of a squatty, three-story brick Sue and Johnsy had their studio.
“Johnsy” was familiar for Joanna. One was from Maine; the other from
California. They had met at the table d’hote of an Eighth street “Delmonico’s,”
and found their tastes in art, chicory salad and bishop sleeves so congenial that
the joint studio resulted.

That was in May. In November a cold, unseen stranger, whom the doctors called
Pneumonia, stalked about the colony, touching one here and there with his icy
fingers. Over on the east side this ravager strode boldly, smiting his victims by
scores, but his feet trod slowly through the maze of the narrow and moss-grown
“places.”

Mr. Pneumonia was not what you would call a chivalric old gentleman. A mite
of a little woman with blood thinned by California zephyrs was hardly fair game
for the red-fisted, short-breathed old duffer. But Johnsy he smote; and she lay,
scarcely moving, on her painted iron bedstead, looking through the small Dutch

window-panes at the blank side of the next brick house.
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One morning the busy doctor invited Sue into the hallway with a shaggy, gray
eyebrow.

“She has one chance in—Ilet us say, ten,” he said, as he shook down the mercury
in his clinical thermometer. “And that chance is for her to want to live. This
way people have of lining-up on the side of the undertaker makes the entire
pharmacopeia look silly. Your little lady has made up her mind that she’s not
going to get well. Has she anything on her mind?”

“She—she wanted to paint the Bay of Naples some day,” said Sue.

“Paint?—bosh! Has she anything on her mind worth thinking about twice—a
man, for instance?”

“A man?” said Sue, with a jew’s-harp twang in her voice. “Is a man worth—but,

no, doctor; there is nothing of the kind.”
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“Well, it is the weakness, then,” said the doctor. “I will do all that science, so
far as it may filter through my efforts, can accomplish. But whenever my patient
begins to count the carriages in her funeral procession I subtract 50 per cent.
from the curative power of medicines. If you will get her to ask one question
about the new winter styles in cloak sleeves I will promise you a one-in-five
chance for her, instead of one in ten.”

After the doctor had gone Sue went into the workroom and cried a Japanese
napkin to a pulp. Then she swaggered into Johnsy’s room with her drawing
board, whistling ragtime.

Johnsy lay, scarcely making a ripple under the bedclothes, with her face toward
the window. Sue stopped whistling, thinking she was asleep.

She arranged her board and began a pen-and-ink drawing to illustrate a
magazine story. Young artists must pave their way to Art by drawing pictures for
magazine stories that young authors write to pave their way to Literature.

As Sue was sketching a pair of elegant horseshow riding trousers and a monocle
on the figure of the hero, an Idaho cowboy, she heard a low sound, several times
repeated. She went quickly to the bedside.

Johnsy’s eyes were open wide. She was looking out the window and counting—
counting backward.

“Twelve,” she said, and a little later “eleven;” and then “ten,” and “nine;” and
then “eight” and “seven,” almost together.

Sue looked solicitously out the window. What was there to count? There was
only a bare, dreary yard to be seen, and the blank side of the brick house twenty
feet away. An old, old ivy vine, gnarled and decayed at the roots, climbed half

way up the brick wall. The cold breath of autumn had stricken its leaves from the
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vine until its skeleton branches clung, almost bare, to the crumbling bricks.

“What is it, dear?” asked Sue.

“Six,” said Johnsy, in almost a whisper. “They’re falling faster now. Three days
ago there were almost a hundred. It made my head ache to count them. But now
it’s easy. There goes another one. There are only five left now.”

“Five what, dear. Tell your Sudie.”

“Leaves. On the ivy vine. When the last one falls I must go, too. I’ve known
that for three days. Didn’t the doctor tell you?”

“Oh, I never heard of such nonsense,” complained Sue, with magnificent scorn.
“What have old ivy leaves to do with your getting well? And you used to love
that vine so, you naughty girl. Don’t be a goosey. Why, the doctor told me this
morning that your chances for getting well real soon were—Ilet’s see exactly
what he said—he said the chances were ten to one! Why, that’s almost as good
a chance as we have in New York when we ride on the street cars or walk past a
new building. Try to take some broth now, and let Sudie go back to her drawing,
so she can sell the editor man with it, and buy port wine for her sick child, and

pork chops for her greedy self.”
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“You needn’t get any more wine,” said Johnsy, keeping her eyes fixed out the
window. “There goes another. No, I don’t want any broth. That leaves just four. I
want to see the last one fall before it gets dark. Then I’ll go, too.” “Johnsy, dear,”
said Sue, bending over her, “will you promise me to keep your eyes closed, and
not look out the window until I am done working? I must hand those drawings in
by tomorrow. I need the light, or I would draw the shade down.”

“Couldn’t you draw in the other room?” asked Johnsy, coldly.

“I’d rather be here by you,” said Sue. “Besides I don’t want you to keep looking
at those silly ivy leaves.”

“Tell me as soon as you have finished,” said Johnsy, closing her eyes, and lying
white and still as a fallen statue, “because I want to see the last one fall. I'm tired
of waiting. I'm tired of thinking. I want to turn loose my hold on everything, and
go sailing down, down, just like one of those poor, tired leaves.”

“Try to sleep,” said Sue. “I must call Behrman up to be my model for the old
hermit miner. I’ll not be gone a minute. Don’t try to move ’till I come back.”

Old Behrman was a painter who lived on the ground floor beneath them. He
was past sixty and had a Michael Angelo’s Moses beard curling down from the
head of a satyr along the body of an imp. Behrman was a failure in art. Forty
years he had wielded the brush without getting near enough to touch the hem of
his Mistress’s robe. He had been always about to paint a masterpiece, but had
never yet begun it. For several years he had painted nothing except now and
then a daub in the line of commerce or advertising. He earned a little by serving
as a model to those young artists in the colony who could not pay the price of a
professional. He drank gin to excess, and still talked of his coming masterpiece.

For the rest he was a fierce little old man, who scoffed terribly at softness in any

152



MNyATEBN RO L= AREEY —T4v7) 5B8rLHE2ZRFE Vv —=v 7 BHEMH

one, and who regarded himself as especial mastiff-in-waiting to protect the two
young artists in the studio above.

Sue found Behrman smelling strongly of juniper berries in his dimly lighted
den below. In one corner was a blank canvas on an easel that had been waiting
there for twenty-five years to receive the first line of the masterpiece. She told
him of Johnsy’s fancy, and how she feared she would, indeed, light and fragile as
a leaf herself, float away when her slight hold upon the world grew weaker.

Old Behrman, with his red eyes, plainly streaming, shouted his contempt and

derision for such idiotic imaginings.
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*ZDB D Mr.Behrman £ 713, #H DD —ZPELVESEBIZHA>TUWIHAD. BX
DFEFIZLTVET, BARBRESEFIZLT.AKRODEL Y b > TRETREXLEL LD,

“Vass!” he cried. “Is dere people in de world mit der foolishness to die because
leafs dey drop off from a confounded vine? I haf not heard of such a thing. No, I
will not bose as a model for your fool hermit-dunderhead. Vy do you allow dot
silly pusiness to come in der prain of her? Ach, dot poor lettle Miss Johnsy.”

“She is very ill and weak,” said Sue, “and the fever has left her mind morbid
and full of strange fancies. Very well, Mr. Behrman, if you do not care to pose
for me, you needn’t. But I think you are a horrid old—old flibbertigibbet.”

“You are just like a woman!” yelled Behrman. “Who said I will not bose? Go
on. I come mit you. For half an hour I haf peen trying to say dot I am ready to
bose. Gott! dis is not any blace in which one so goot as Miss Yohnsy shall lie
sick. Some day I vill baint a masterpiece, and ve shall all go away. Gott! yes.”

Johnsy was sleeping when they went upstairs. Sue pulled the shade down to the
window-sill, and motioned Behrman into the other room. In there they peered
out the window fearfully at the ivy vine. Then they looked at each other for a
moment without speaking. A persistent, cold rain was falling, mingled with
snow. Behrman, in his old blue shirt, took his seat as the hermit-miner on an
upturned kettle for a rock.

When Sue awoke from an hour’s sleep the next morning she found Johnsy with
dull, wide-open eyes staring at the drawn green shade.

“Pull it up; I want to see,” she ordered, in a whisper.

Wearily Sue obeyed.

But, lo! after the beating rain and fierce gusts of wind that had endured through
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the livelong night, there yet stood out against the brick wall one ivy leaf. It was
the last on the vine. Still dark green near its stem, but with its serrated edges
tinted with the yellow of dissolution and decay, it hung bravely from a branch
some twenty feet above the ground.

“It is the last one,” said Johnsy. “I thought it would surely fall during the night.
I heard the wind. It will fall today, and I shall die at the same time.”

“Dear, dear!” said Sue, leaning her worn face down to the pillow, “think of me,
if you won’t think of yourself. What would I do?”

But Johnsy did not answer. The lonesomest thing in all the world is a soul when
it is making ready to go on its mysterious, far journey. The fancy seemed to
possess her more strongly as one by one the ties that bound her to friendship and

to earth were loosed.
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The day wore away, and even through the twilight they could see the lone ivy
leaf clinging to its stem against the wall. And then, with the coming of the night
the north wind was again loosed, while the rain still beat against the windows
and pattered down from the low Dutch eaves.

When it was light enough Johnsy, the merciless, commanded that the shade be
raised.

The ivy leaf was still there.

Johnsy lay for a long time looking at it. And then she called to Sue, who was
stirring her chicken broth over the gas stove.

“I’ve been a bad girl, Sudie,” said Johnsy. “Something has made that last leaf
stay there to show me how wicked I was. It is a sin to want to die. You may bring
me a little broth now, and some milk with a little port in it, and—no; bring me
a hand-mirror first, and then pack some pillows about me, and I will sit up and
watch you cook.”

An hour later she said.

“Sudie, some day I hope to paint the Bay of Naples.”

The doctor came in the afternoon, and Sue had an excuse to go into the hallway
as he left.

“Even chances,” said the doctor, taking Sue’s thin, shaking hand in his. “With
good nursing you’ll win. And now I must see another case I have downstairs.
Behrman, his name is—some kind of an artist, I believe. Pneumonia, too. He is
an old, weak man, and the attack is acute. There is no hope for him; but he goes
to the hospital today to be made more comfortable.”

The next day the doctor said to Sue: “She’s out of danger. You’ve won. Nutrition

and care now—that’s all.”

164



MNyATEBN RO L= AREEY —T4v7) 5B8rLHE2ZRFE Vv —=v 7 BHEMH

And that afternoon Sue came to the bed where Johnsy lay, contentedly knitting
a very blue and very useless woolen shoulder scarf, and put one arm around her,
pillows and all.

“I have something to tell you, white mouse,” she said. “Mr. Behrman died of
pneumonia today in the hospital. He was ill only two days. The janitor found
him on the morning of the first day in his room downstairs helpless with pain.
His shoes and clothing were wet through and icy cold. They couldn’t imagine
where he had been on such a dreadful night. And then they found a lantern, still
lighted, and a ladder that had been dragged from its place, and some scattered
brushes, and a palette with green and yellow colors mixed on it, and—look
out the window, dear, at the last ivy leaf on the wall. Didn’t you wonder why
it never fluttered or moved when the wind blew? Ah, darling, it’s Behrman’s

masterpiece—he painted it there the night that the last leaf fell.”
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